
 

 
 
 
March 21, 2007 
 
 
 
The Honourable Robert Douglas Nicholson 
Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada 
284 Wellington Street 
Ottawa ON  K1A 0H8 
 
Dear Minister Nicholson: 
 
Re: Grey Bruce Health Unit Resolution #2007-31 regarding the Joint Statement on 
Physical Punishment of Children and Youth & Repeal of Section 43 of the Criminal 
Code of Canada 
 
It is the position of the Board of Health of the Grey Bruce Health Unit that physical 
punishment must be eliminated if we are to ensure the protection of the most vulnerable 
members of society.  
 
To that end, meeting on March 16, 2007, the Board of Health, in support of Haliburton, 
Kawartha, Pine Ridge District Health Unit Resolution 2006-79 Joint Statement on 
Physical Punishment of Children and Youth, and Resolution 2006-80 Repeal of Section 
43 of the Criminal Code of Canada, (attached) passed the following resolution and we 
respectfully request your support of, and action on this matter. 
 
Date: March 16, 2007  Moved By: Mitch Twolan 
 
Resolution #2007-31 Seconded By: Ruth Lovell 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Health of the Grey Bruce Health Unit supports Resolution 
2006-79 Joint Statement on Physical Punishment of Children and Youth and does also 
support Resolution 2006-80 Repeal of Section 43 of the Criminal Code as distributed by 
the Hailburton, Kawartha, Pine Ridge District Health Unit; and  
 
WHEREAS, Article 19 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, 
signed by Canada in 1990, states participants should implement “appropriate legislative, 
administrative, social and educational measures to protect the child from all forms of 
physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment  
or exploitation, including sexual abuse, while in the care of parent(s), legal guardian(s) or 
any other person who has the care of the child.”; and 
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WHEREAS, the McCain and Mustard Early Years Study (1999) emphasizes the 
importance of experiences and environments on child development and supports the 
active engagement of parents, through parenting education both prenatally and 
throughout childhood; and 
 
WHEREAS, Public Health Units provide effective parenting strategies as an alternative 
to physical punishment including the development and distribution of resources, 
parenting classes, support group workshops, well baby clinics, developmental screening, 
home visiting assessment and follow-up, health education;  
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board of Health of the Grey Bruce 
Health Unit endorse the Joint Statement on Physical Punishment of Children and Youth; 
and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Board of Health of the Grey Bruce Health 
Unit support the Repeal of Section 43 of the Criminal Code and write to the Minister of 
Justice indicating Grey Bruce Health Unit’s position and urging swift action on this 
matter; and 
 
FURTHER THAT the Grey Bruce Health Unit Board of Health write a letter 
encouraging other organizations in the Counties of Grey and Bruce that work with 
children to endorse the Joint Statement on the Physical Punishment of Children and 
Youth (September 2004); and 
 
FURTHER THAT copies of this resolution be sent to all local Members of Parliament, 
local Members of Provincial Parliament, all Member Municipalities, all Ontario boards of 
health, all local Boards of Education and local organizations that work with children, for 
support. 
 
Building Healthy Communities Together, 
 
Original Signed By 
 
Hazel Lynn, MD, FCFP, MHSc 
Medical Officer of Health 
 
HL/st 
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cc: The Right Honourable Stephen Harper 

The Honourable Monte Kwinter, Minister of Community and Social Services 
 The Honourable Mary Anne Chambers, Minister of Children and Youth Services 

The Honourable Jim Watson, Minister of Health Promotion 
The Honourable Larry Miller, MP, Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound 

 The Honourable Bill Murdoch, MPP, Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound 
Dr. George Pasut, Chief Medical Officer of Health (A) 
John Tory, MPP, Dufferin-Peel-Wellington-Grey  
Carol Mitchell, MPP, Huron-Bruce 
Jim Wilson, MPP, Simcoe-Grey 
Association of Local Public Health Agencies (alPHa) 
Ontario Public Health Association (OPHA) 
Member Municipalities 

 Ontario Health Units 
 Local Children’s Agencies 
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March 21, 2007 
 
 
 
Dear Colleague: 
 
Re:  GBHU Resolution #2007-31 regarding the Joint Statement on Physical 
Punishment of Children and Youth & Repeal of Section 43 of the Criminal Code of 
Canada
 
It is the position of the Board of Health of the Grey Bruce Health Unit that physical 
punishment must be eliminated if we are to ensure the protection of the most vulnerable 
members of society.  
 
Meeting on March 16, 2007, in support of Haliburton, Kawartha, Pine Ridge District 
Health Unit Resolution 2006-79 Joint Statement on Physical Punishment of Children and 
Youth, and Resolution 2006-80 Repeal of Section 43 of the Criminal Code of Canada 
(attached), the Board of Health passed the above noted resolution and we respectfully 
request your support on this matter. 
 
The resolution endorses the national Joint Statement on Physical Punishment of Children 
and Youth (September 2004).  Based on an extensive review of research, the Joint 
Statement provides an overview of the developmental outcomes associated with the use 
of physical punishment.  This document concludes that physical punishment of children 
and youth plays no useful role in their upbringing and poses only risks to their 
development. It recommends that all organizations serving children and their families 
take action to end its use.   
 
As identified by the groundbreaking McCain and Mustard Early Years Study (1999) and 
Invest in Kids research (2003), Public Health provides parenting education prenatal and 
throughout childhood, to ensure children have positive experiences through active 
engagement of their parents. 
 
The resolution also supports and urges the swift repeal of Section 43 of the Criminal 
Code of Canada.  Section 43 allows physical punishment of children by teachers, parents 
and those standing in place of parents, and provides a defense to a charge of assault if the 
court considers the punishment to be “reasonable under the circumstances.” 
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The constitutionality of Section 43 was unsuccessfully challenged at the Supreme Court 
of Canada.  Although the January 2004 decision of the Supreme Court places limitations 
on the punishment of children, it continues to send the message that physical punishment 
is acceptable for children between ages two and 12. This undermines the efforts of Public



 

 Health and our community partners to educate parents about the negative 
effects of physical methods of discipline. 
 
A repeal of Section 43 will send a clear message that Canadian children 
have the right to the same protection from assault as all other Canadian 
citizens.  By repealing Section 43 the Canadian government will demonstrate that it does 
not condone the use of physical punishment of children, and it will strengthen our efforts 
to promote more positive methods of discipline.  As indicated in our resolution, repeal of 
Section 43 will also finally bring Canada into compliance with the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, which Canada signed onto in 1990. 
 
On April 5, 2006, Senator Celine Hevieux-Payette introduced Bill S-207 to the Senate 
calling for repeal of Section 43.  Currently, the Bill is still only at a second reading. 
 
The attached letter has been forwarded to The Honourable Robert Douglas Nicholson, 
Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada, requesting his support for the repeal 
of Section 43. 
 
Your support of the positions taken in our resolution will reinforce the message that to 
protect and promote health, physical punishment must be eliminated. 
 
Building Healthy Communities Together, 
 
Original Signed By 
 
Hazel Lynn, MD, FCFP, MHSc 
Medical Officer of Health 
 
HL/st 
 
Enclosures: (3) 
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