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Tuberculosis 

• Tuberculosis (TB) is a serious 
disease caused by breathing 
in a bacteria called 
Mycobacterium 
tuberculosis. 

• TB usually infects the lungs. 
TB can also infect other 
parts of the body, including 
the kidneys, spine and brain.

• Anyone can get TB.

• TB is not a disease of the 
past.



TB is not a 
disease of 
the past





TB Infection vs TB Disease

TB Infection (inactive/latent)

•  Not infectious

•  Not symptomatic

• Bacteria is dormant in your body, 5-10% 
chance of developing an active TB disease

• TB preventive treatment

TB Disease (active)

•  Infectious

•  Symptomatic

• Commonly respiratory TB, but can also cause 
non-respiratory TB

• Airborne precautions when respiratory TB

• Antibiotic treatment



Screening for TB in 
LTCH/RH

• https://www.tandfonline.com/ucts20

▪ Both Residents and Healthcare workers are 
required to be screened for TB.

▪ Screening recommendations are from the 
Canadian TB Standards 8th Ed (released 
March 2022).

▪ All healthcare settings should have a TB 
infection prevention and control 
program/policies.

https://www.tandfonline.com/ucts20


Resident screening

• Screen completed within 14 days of an admission to your home or within the 90 days prior to 
admission

• As per the Canadian TB Standards 8th edition:

o Routine TST or IGRA testing for residents is NOT recommended (NEW). 

o Assessment of TB disease is required to be completed on or before admission to a home by a 
health care provider. Residents should be screened for symptoms of TB disease. 

o Residents who present with signs or symptoms of TB disease should complete a 
posteroanterior and lateral chest x-ray (CXR). Residents should be referred to a health care 
provider for further assessment. 

o In addition, Grey Bruce Public Health recommends that residents be screened for risk factors of 
tuberculosis. If risk factors are identified, a CXR is recommended to be completed.

o Residents suspected to have TB disease should be placed in isolation on airborne 
precautions. 



Screening New Hire 
Employees
As per the Canadian TB Standards 8th edition:

• Baseline two-step TST is recommended for all health 
care workers in all health care settings. Two-step TST 
provides an accurate baseline for individuals who will 
have repeat testing.

• If an employee has a previous documented negative 
two-step TST result, any subsequent TST should only be 
one step.  

• In addition, Grey Bruce Public Health recommends no 
TST if an employee has a document negative TST 
completed within the past 12 months, unless there is an 
indication for testing. 

• NOTE: TSTs should not be completed on persons who 
have had a previous positive TST documented, previous 
TB disease or previous TB infection. 

• Repeated/periodic testing (e.g., annual) is not routinely 
recommended.  



Screening New Hire Employees continued…

• In addition to a TST, all health care workers should have TB screening 
completed:
o A TB risk assessment that examines risk factors for tuberculosis 

o Assessment for signs and symptoms of TB. If an employee has signs and symptoms compatible 
with TB disease they should be referred to a health care provider for further follow-up and 
investigation. 

o It is recommended that employees with a positive TST who have been diagnosed with a TB 
infection speak with their health care provider regarding TB preventative therapy (TPT). TPT is 
offered at no cost through Grey Bruce Public Health. 

o Employees with a documented previous positive TST, TB disease or TB infection should be 
assessed for signs and symptoms of TB, as well as risk factors or potential exposures to someone 
with TB. If the employee is symptomatic, further assessment by a health care provider including a 
chest x-ray should be completed. 



Risk Factors of TB

• Born in a high incidence TB country, 

• Time spent in a high incidence TB 
country, 

• Contact of someone with TB disease,

• Persons being treated for HIV infection 

• Organ transplant

• Persons with end stage renal disease 

• Persons with prior TB infection or TB 
disease. 



World Health 
Organization

• TB profile (shinyapps.io) TB profile and 
rates of countries

• High incidence of TB 40 per 100,000 or 
greater.

https://worldhealthorg.shinyapps.io/tb_profiles/?_inputs_&entity_type=%22country%22&lan=%22EN%22&iso2=%22CA%22


GBPH 
Screening 

Tools



Questions?

THINK TB
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