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Meaford Fire Update
•	 Grey Bruce Public Health recommended Wednesday evening that Meaford rescind 

the do-not-consume water advisory for its municipal water system.
•	 MOH Dr. Ian Arra issued the recommendation after sample results from the municipal 

water system came back negative for potential contaminants.
•	 GBPH will continue to collaborate with Meaford to ensure the public has  

access to a safe water supply.

GBPH begins student suspension prevention plan
•	 This summer, GBPH’s Vaccine Preventable Diseases team will attempt to reconcile 

immunization records for roughly 4,000 non-compliant students, focusing on  
students in kindergarten to Grade 4.

•	 To support ISPA activities, GBPH is asking health care providers to fax updated  
immunization records for students to GBPH (519-376-7782) following administration 
or provide parents with a copy of their child’s updated immunization record.

Ministry of Health alerting healthcare providers about increase in iGAS cases
•	 Increased cases of Invasive Group A Streptococcal Disease (iGAS) have been  

reported in Ontario in all age groups.
•	 Rates of illness highest among young children up to age four and seniors 65+.

Public Health Ontario releases 2023 Lyme Disease Risk Map
•	 2023 map has six newly identified areas, including two in Grey-Bruce.
•	 Provides clinicians with information that can assist with decisions to pursue testing, 

prophylaxis and/or treatment.

Health Canada warns accidental ingestion of ‘copycat’ edible cannabis products 
causing serious harm to children

•	 Emergency departments seeing increase in visits, poison centres experiencing  
uptick in calls due to accidental ingestion of copycat edible cannabis products.

Summer stomach bugs
•	 Campylobacteriosis, Cryptosporidiosis, Giardiasis reported at higher rates in summer.
•	 GBPH routinely has some of the highest rates of these enteric illnesses in Ontario.
•	 Common causes of campy, crypto, and giardi include ingestion of contaminated  

water or contact with animal contaminators (like dogs, cats, cows and chickens).
•	 Public Health investigates cases of enteric illnesses to assist in identifying potential 

source and mitigate additional risk, if possible. 
•	 By ordering stool samples for patients with enteric illnesses, Primary Care Providers 

can help in the surveillance of infectious diseases in Grey-Bruce.

Public Health Memos/Alerts for Health Care Professionals
•	 May 18, 2023: GBPH’s Summer Suspension Prevention Program

Grey Bruce Public Health Media Releases
•	 June 1, 2023 - Updated Lyme Disease Map includes new estimated risk areas in Grey-

Bruce
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Public Health Resources
•	 June is Pride Month. Rainbow Health Ontario offers various courses for healthcare  

providers to increase their clinical and cultural competency in caring for 2SLGBTQ 
service users, many of which are eligible for Mainpro-M1 Credits. This includes 
“2SLGBTQ Foundations,” which aims to help build foundational knowledge for those 
providing care to LGBT2SQ individuals.

A WORD ABOUT COVID-19
REMINDER: NACI recommends that an additional COVID-19 booster may be offered this 
spring to individuals at increased risk of severe illness from COVID-19, including seniors 
aged 80+ and long-term care residents.
Rates of hospitalizations and deaths in Canada due to COVID-19 continue to be highest in 
unvaccinated individuals.

https://www.meaford.ca/en/emergency-updates.aspx
https://www.meaford.ca/en/emergency-updates.aspx
https://www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca/Portals/0/Topics/ResourcesForHCP/Memo%20-%20Ministry%20of%20Health%20-%20Increased%20cases%20of%20Invasive%20Group%20A%20Streptococca.pdf
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/I/2022/igas-enhanced-epi-children-0-to-17-years-of-age.pdf?rev=8b72e04ac0bc48979ad773d0966f263a&sc_lang=en
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/L/2023/ontario-lyme-disease-risk-area-map-2023.pdf?sc_lang=en&_cldee=SpkqTIGShGD-LApds2KXPqaopjbgP1ij2qcgk6C_-WT4d69aM1crI62iwmRgJNAJ&recipientid=contact-9b42287c8586e711995e0050569e0009-fe3946c052014afb98dbea0793791e69&esid=a0f2effe-eff4-ed11-8184-005056ad61b6
https://recalls-rappels.canada.ca/en/alert-recall/accidental-ingestion-illegal-copycat-edible-cannabis-products-causing-serious-harm?utm_source=gc-notify&utm_medium=email&utm_content=en&utm_campaign=hc-sc-rsa-22-23
https://recalls-rappels.canada.ca/en/alert-recall/accidental-ingestion-illegal-copycat-edible-cannabis-products-causing-serious-harm?utm_source=gc-notify&utm_medium=email&utm_content=en&utm_campaign=hc-sc-rsa-22-23
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/Data-and-Analysis/Infectious-Disease/Reportable-Disease-Trends-Annually
https://health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/oph_standards/docs/campylobacter_chapter.pdf
https://health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/oph_standards/docs/crypto_chapter.pdf
https://health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/oph_standards/docs/giardiasis_chapter.pdf
http://
https://www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca/About-Us/News-Releases/ArtMID/2193/ArticleID/34/Updated-Lyme-Disease-Map-includes-new-estimated-risk-areas-in-Grey-Bruce
https://www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca/About-Us/News-Releases/ArtMID/2193/ArticleID/34/Updated-Lyme-Disease-Map-includes-new-estimated-risk-areas-in-Grey-Bruce
https://www.rainbowhealthontario.ca/education-training/
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/vaccines-immunization/national-advisory-committee-immunization-guidance-additional-covid-19-booster-dose-spring-2023-individuals-high-risk-severe-illness-due-covid-19.html

