
 

 

 Backgrounder 

Defining and recognizing a ‘home takeover’ 

‘Home takeover’ is a relatively new term used to describe a situation in which the rightful 

occupant(s) of a home is forced to accommodate unwanted guests in their house, 

apartment or unit. 
It’s important to note that victims of a home takeover are typically targeted by the 

perpetrator. Therefore, the “victim” is also referred to as the “target” of a home takeover. 

Most often, the target and perpetrator had a relationship before the home takeover 

situation began. They could be relatives – like a grandparent and grandchild – or family 

friends. They could have also been acquaintances or neighbours. 

Initially, the target may allow the perpetrator into their home. This can evolve into the 

perpetrator receiving the target’s consent to stay over for a short period, perhaps due to 

a financial or other hardship. 

The target may also, initially, allow the perpetrator to stay over to fulfill an unmet social, 

economic, or personal need. For example, it could be a vulnerable senior who 

welcomes a grandchild into their home to relieve feelings of isolation or loneliness. It 

could also be a vulnerable, low-income senior who allows someone to stay in their 

home to help with rent or other expenses. 

In some cases, a perpetrator may supply a target with drugs in order to stay in the 

home. The perpetrator may then take over the home as a place to conduct illegal drug 

activity. 

Findings from informant interviews in Grey County found that a lack of temporary 

housing as well as mental health and addiction issues were key factors contributing to 

home takeovers. 

The situation becomes a home takeover when the target’s home has been “taken over” 

by the perpetrator, who refuses to leave. The target feels physically, financially or 

emotionally unsafe in their own home. 

Sometimes, the target will experience violence, threats, theft, and other forms of abuse 

by the perpetrator. 

 

Who is most at risk of a home takeover? 

Targets of a home takeover tend to have vulnerabilities, such as a drug dependency, 

disabilities, or mental health issues or were recently/formerly homeless, are immigrants, 

women, single mothers or low-income women with children. Seniors may also be 

targeted and are especially vulnerable to victimization through financial exploitation. 
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What are some of the signs of a home takeover? 

The legitimate homeowner or tenant may become withdrawn, show signs of weakness, 

weight loss, stress or abuse, say they’re always out of money or food or not show up 

where they normally would. There might be more activity around their home or people 

hanging around the unit that neighbours don’t recognize. 

 

What resources are available to raise awareness and assist with responding to a 

home takeover? 

The Home Takeover Advisory Committee, which includes the Grey Bruce Health Unit 
and various community partners, has developed the following resources to increase 
public knowledge and awareness of the term home takeover: 

 Home Should be Your Safe Place (Postcard) 

 Home Should be a Safe Place (Brochure) 

 The Risk of Home Takeover is Real (Poster) 

 Look out for it – Home Takeover (Poster) 

 Welcomed Guest or Home Takeover? (Checklist) 
 

In addition, The Response Framework for Organizations and Service Providers 
(2022) and Response Pathway (2022) are intended to build community partner capacity 
to prevent, identify, respond to, and support recovery from home takeover through 
enhanced inter-sectoral collaboration. 
 
The Guidebook for Organizations and Service Providers (2022) and its accompanying 
presentation are intended to assist organizations and service providers to offer 
opportunities for education and awareness concerning home takeover for vulnerable 
tenants, frontline workers, and the broader community. 

https://www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca/Portals/0/Topics/HealthyHousing/Home%20should%20be%20your%20safe%20place.pdf
https://www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca/Portals/0/Topics/HealthyHousing/Have%20you%20heard%20about.pdf
https://www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca/Portals/0/Topics/HealthyHousing/Avoid%20Home%20Takeover.pdf
https://www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca/Portals/0/Topics/HealthyHousing/Look%20out%20for%20it.pdf
https://www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca/Portals/0/Topics/HealthyHousing/For%20247%20line.pdf
https://www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca/Portals/0/Topics/HealthyHousing/HT%20-%20Framework.pdf
https://www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca/Portals/0/Topics/HealthyHousing/HT%20-%20Framework.pdf
https://www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca/Portals/0/Topics/HealthyHousing/Home%20Takeover%20Response%20Pathway.pdf
https://www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca/Portals/0/Topics/HealthyHousing/HT%20-%20Guidebook.pdf
https://www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca/Portals/0/Topics/HealthyHousing/HT-%20Presentation%20to%20Accompany%20Guidebook.pptx
https://www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca/Portals/0/Topics/HealthyHousing/HT-%20Presentation%20to%20Accompany%20Guidebook.pptx

