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GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

Folic acid (folate, vitamin B9): a nutrient essential to the normal development of the spine, brain and skull in utero, especially during the first four weeks of 

pregnancy. 

Live birth: the vaginal or caesarean birth of a newborn which breathes or shows any other evidence of life (heartbeat, umbilical cord pulsation, voluntary 

muscle movement, etc.) after birth or extraction from its mother. A live birth is not necessarily a viable birth. 

Multiple birth: all twins, triplets, quadruplets, quintuplets and higher-order births 

Neural tube defect: these include spina bifida (a spinal malformation that exposes the spinal column) and anencephaly (the absence of a major portion of the 

brain, skull and scalp), and occur when the neural tube fails to close properly during the third and fourth week of pregnancy. 

Stillbirth: the vaginal or caesarean birth of a baby which shows no signs of life (as described under live birth, above) from birth or extraction from its mother.  

Therapeutic abortion: the deliberate termination of a pregnancy resulting in the death of a fetus or embryo. Also called induced abortion. 
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AGE-SPECIFIC HOSPITALIZATION-BASED FERTILITY RATES 

Grey Bruce age-specific hospitalization-based fertility rates are increasing among women in their thirties (up 24% from 2006 rate for women 30 to 34 and up 

62% from the 2006 rate for women 35 to 39), and decreasing among women aged 20 to 24 (down 26% from 2006 rate). While Ontario age-specific 

hospitalization-based fertility rates have also decreased (down 39%) among women aged 20 to 24, among women in their thirties rates have remained fairly 

stable.  

Grey Bruce age-specific hospitalization-based fertility rates among women aged 25 to 29 are stable. 

Figure 20. Age-specific hospitalization-based fertility rate trends (per 1000 females, by five-year age group) 

 

 

The highest fertility rates among Grey Bruce women in 2017 were observed in the 25 to 29 (116.1 per 1000) and 30 to 34 (113.5 per 1000) age groups.  

In 2017, the three youngest non-teenager age groups had significantly higher rates than Ontario women, with women age 20 to 24 64% higher (44.9 compared 

to 27.3 per 1000), women age 25 to 29 67% higher (116.1 compared to 69.5 per 1000), and women age 30 to 34 13% higher (113.5 compared to 100.5 per 

1000). By contrast, the three oldest age groups had significantly lower rates than Ontario women, with women age 35 to 39 14% lower (48.9 compared to 56.8 

per 1000), women age 40 to 44 11% lower (10.7 compared to 12.0 per 1000), and women age 45 to 49 more than 8 times as low (0.0 compared to 0.8 per 

1000).   




































